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 Save the DateñNebraska  Dry Bean Field Tour August 18! 

This plot  at the UNL Panhandle Re-

search and Extension Center compares 

different treatments for controlling vol-

unteer corn in dry edible beans. One 

row of beans is almost clean but the 

bean plants are smaller. Meanwhile, 

several other rows have larger bean 

plants but also a little or a lot of volun-

teer corn growing in them. This will be 

one of the stops on the Dry Bean Field 

Tour on August 18th.  

 

A plot at the UNL Panhandle Research and Extension Center shows how different 

market classes of dry beans react to various herbicide treatments. In the foreground, 

with the most weeds, is the control plot. This and other plots will be featured during 

the Aug. 18th Dry Bean Field Tour at the Panhandle Center.  

This years Dry Bean Field Tour will take 

place at the University of Nebraska Pan-

handle Research and Extension Center at 

4502 Avenue I in Scottsbluff.  The tour 

will begin in the auditorium at 9:30 a.m. 

with a welcome message, then growers 

and guests will load on tour trailers and 

head for the fields to see a variety of re-

search projects discussed by the UNL 

specialists.  A noon barbeque sponsored 

by some of our industry boosters will 

complete the days activities and will give 

you an opportunity to visit with friends, 

the university experts,  State Agriculture 

Director Phil Erdman, T.J. Birkel, Sena-

tor Johannesô legal aide on agricultural 

issues, as well as Brandi McCaslin from 

the Scottsbluff office.  Please see the 

complete schedule on page three. 
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ñThe Bean Bagò is a regional publication for the 
dry bean industry targeted to growers and deci-

sion-makers involved in the production and sales 

of Nebraska-grown dry edible beans. 
 

ñThe Bean Bagò is published four times a year as 

Spring, Summer, Harvest, and Winter issues by 
the Nebraska Dry Bean Growers Association, a 

nonprofit organization of dry edible bean growers 

in Nebraska. 
 

Publishing articles or advertisements in ñThe 

Bean Bagò does not constitute an endorsement of 
the views or products by the Nebraska Dry Bean 

Growers Association. 

 
All materials published can be reproduced if 

credited to ñThe Bean Bagò. 

 
Address all editorial, advertising and mailing 

material to: 

The Bean Bag 

955 E. Country Club Road, Suite B-1 

Gering, Nebraska 69341 

Editor: Barbara Butterfield  

 

Subscriptions to ñThe Bean Bagò for Nebraska 
dry bean producers are provided compliments of 

the Nebraska Dry Bean Commission. Others may 

purchase subscriptions for $25 a year by sending 
a check and subscription information to the Ne-

braska Dry Bean Growers Association, 955 E. 

Country Club Road, Suite B-1, Gering, NE 
69341. 

  About ñThe Bean Bagò 

the producers sake.  

    I  hope you are able to come to the 

Panhandle Research and Extension Cen-

ter in Scottsbluff on August 18 to view 

the current research going on at the Cen-

ter. Call your neighbor and ride together. 

We will have a morning session followed 

by a free lunch sponsored by some of our 

many terrific industry supporters. We are 

fortunate to have such fine business asso-

ciates helping us in our endeavors !!  

   Take note that our office email address 

is changing.  

   See you at the Field Tour August 18.  

   

NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS  

nebeangrower@yahoo.com 

     Spilling           the Beans 
By Craig Henkel, NDBGA president 

cially appreciate the families of our 

directors. I know how hard it is to let 

family time slip a little, while we have 

conferences and tours. I also know how 

hard it is to tell your nine year old son 

that you have to leave and go to an-

other "stupid meeting".  I tell my son 

that I go to these meetings so he won't 

have to when he gets older. Wishful 

thinking maybe, but if we don't get 

some of the immediate issues resolved, 

there may never be a second chance.  

   I  hope you producers get the feeling 

by reading the Bean Bag and hearing 

us talk in public, that we take 

this Association extremely seriously.  

Our forefathers created this Association 

over 25 years ago for the betterment of 

the producers. We take this as our op-

portunity to keep plugging away at the  

issues to keep our industry vibrant for 

   Well I'd like to start by welcoming our 

new NDBGA office manager Barbara 

Butterfield to the Nebraska dry bean in-

dustry. She brings a variety of experi-

ences and talent to our office and we 

hope you'll get a chance to meet and chat 

with her in the upcoming months. We 

hope you'll spend some time helping Bar-

bara learn some of the details involved 

within our industry.  

     I'd like to thank the directors and our 

ex-officio John Smith who have been a 

real blessing to have on board during 

challenging times. There are always is-

sues we must face as a board of directors, 

while representing you producers in the 

fields, at the same time maintaining our 

own operations at home. Without our 

directors dedication to being such great  

volunteers, we'd have a difficult time  

getting the job done correctly. I espe-
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 Keeping Nebraska Dry Bean Growers in the Lead 
 

 Tentative Agenda ð 2009 Annual Nebraska Dry Bean Field Tour 

 
 9:30 am, Tuesday, August 18, 2009, Panhandle Research and Extension Center, Scottsbluff, NE 
 
 Co-sponsored by the Nebraska Dry Bean Growerôs Association and the University of Nebraska 
           
 
     Presentation Topic       Presenter                                        
 
 (9:30 am ð Assemble in the Auditorium of the University of Nebraska Panhandle Center) 
 

-Welcome to the 2009 Nebraska Dry Bean Tour    Craig Henkel & Linda Boeckner 
 
 
 (10:00 am ð Load tour trailers for tour of field research projects at the Panhandle Center) 
 
            

-Update on 2009 dry bean weed control studies: Valor,    
  new chemistry, different market classes    Robert Wilson, Weed Specialist 
 

-Yield response to simulated hail events on dry beans   Dean Yonts, Irrigation Engineer 
 

-Identifying improved management alternatives for 
  western bean cutworm      Gary Hein, Entomologist 
 

-Exploring new dry bean market class opportunities for western 
  Nebraska (large red kidneys, Cranberries, calimas, etc.)  Carlos Urrea, Bean Breeder 
 

-Managing bacterial wilt and common blight in dry 
  beans with copper applications      Robert Harveson, Plant Pathologist 
 

-Is direct harvest not an option with furrow irrigation?   John Smith, Machinery Systems En-
gineer 

 
-On-station variety trials ð Expected impact from 2009 weather  Jim Schild, Extension Educator 

 
-Development and performance of new great northern 

  and pinto bean lines for western Nebraska    Carlos Urrea, Bean Breeder 
 

-New fungicide products for white mold management   Robert Harveson, Plant Pathologist 
 

-How variety and irrigation management can influence 
  dry bean response to soil compaction    Carlos Urrea, Bean Breeder &  
           Dean Yonts, Irrigation Engineer 
 
 

-Noon meal ð Visit with University of Nebraska researchers, fellow producers, processors, and others in 
the regionôs dry bean industry. 
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  Artwork compliments of Dr. Howard Schwartz, Colorado State University 

 
Watch for Rust in Nebraska Dry Bean Fields in 2009  

Robert M. Harveson, Extension Plant Pathologist 

 

 
Introduction  
 Rust is an important disease that affects dry beans in eastern Colorado, western Nebraska and adjacent regions in the Cen-

tral High Plains.  The disease is caused by the obligate fungus Uromyces appendiculatus which has caused sporadic epidemics in the 

region since the 1950s. 

 The pathogen has a complex life cycle consisting of 5 distinct spore stages ï all of which occur on bean.  The most com-

monly observed spore stage consists of reddish-brown, cinnamon-colored pustules, also called uredinia, which are about 1/8-inch or 

smaller and contain thousands of microscopic summer repeating spores called urediniospores.  These ñrust-coloredò spores are the 

origin for the disease name and generally develop in mid-late summer after pod set.  Urediniospores can re-infect plants under favor-

able conditions and continue the disease process, and also serve as the primary method of long distance dispersal of the pathogen. 

 

Disease Cycle 
 Near the end of the season, uredinia pustules undergo a subtle change and form telia containing brownish-black winter 

spores (teliospores).  This signals the end of the current infection cycle.  The teliospores overwinter in bean straw in some regions of 

the U.S., including the Central High Plains.  Teliospores germinate in the spring and produce basidiospores that are aerially dispersed 

onto volunteer or new bean plants in late May or early June.  Volunteers within fields of irrigated winter wheat or corn are often un-

noticed sources of inoculums.  The basidiospore infections give rise sequentially to specialized spore pustules called pycnia and 

aecia.  The aeciospores, formed in developing aecia, then re-infect bean plants to create new urediniospores, completing the life cy-

cle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Factors Favoring Epidemics 
 Rust development is favored by cool to moderate temperatures (70 ï 85 F) with moist conditions that result in prolonged 

periods of water (more than 10 hours) on leaf surfaces.  Rain, dew, and sprinkler irrigation are common sources of moisture.  Cool, 

wet conditions during May and June favor early season infection of volunteer beans by the overwintering states.  The same condi-

tions during July and August will affect the rate of disease development and spread to new beans.  Repeating disease cycles may 

occur at 10 to 14 day intervals under favorable conditions.        

                   
                      (Continued on page 20) 



This picture was taken in the lobby of 

the Billings, Montana airport.  The 

sign says it was created by Lori 

Blaylock who, taking the art to a 

whole new level, covered the horse in 

thousands of beans.  The mane and 

forelock appear to be beans strung on 

wire. Contributed by Sue Laber. 

Raedelôs 

Hardsurface Welding  
Hardsurface pinto bean knives ð Heath, Speedy and Orthman knives  

Hardsurface advantages :  

1)  Do not need a rod weeder.  

2)  No plant pull.  
3)  Self sharpening.  

4)  Slick cut of bean plant and all weeds.  
5)  Cut plant minimum depth of ground  

     ð less dirt in beans.  
6) If off rows, plant is cut as long as plant contacts 

the end of knife.  

Have knives on hand.  
Appreciate orders as early as possible.  

Also hardsurface: Plow lays (all makes of plow); cultivator shov-

els; chisel plow points; NH -3 fertilizer knives; and spikes for cul-

tivator, chisel plows and regular applicators.  

P.O. Box 23 ð Neche, N.D. 58265  

Business: (701)886 - 7688    

Bruce Thom  

LINCOLN, Neb. -- The Irrigation 

Strategies Field Tour Series will focus 

on showing farmers and crop consult-

ants management strategies to conserve 

water. 

 

Even though the prices of fuel and ni-

trogen have dropped off a little this 

year, producers in Nebraska still are 

looking for better irrigation strategies to 

get the most from the water they have 

and the nitrogen they apply, said Steve 

Melvin, University of Nebraska-

Lincoln Extension educator. 

 

"The primary focus is on working with 

producers and crop consultants to de-

velop and demonstrate soil moisture 

monitoring equipment and irrigation 

scheduling strategies on farmer fields," 

he said. 

 

Melvin hopes the series will make irri-

gation decisions as easy as keeping fuel 

in the tank using the fuel gauge. 

 

Applying the optimum level of water is 

more important today than it has ever 

been.  

IANR NEWS: Get the 

Most out of your Dollars 

when it comes to Irrigation 

(continued on page 7) 
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 ACRE Signup Ongoing  
Doug Klein, Program Specialist 

 

FSA is currently accepting election and enrollment into the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Pro-

gram.  The deadline to elect and enroll into this option of the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) is 

August 14, 2009.  The ACRE option is an alternative method of replacing the Counter-Cyclical portion of the 

DCP program.  ACRE benefits are based on the planted crops revenue (price X production) while the 

Counter-Cyclical payments are based on the price alone. 

 

To enroll a farm into the ACRE option, the farm must have DCP base acres established on the farm.  Farms 

already enrolled into the DCP program, can switch to the ACRE option by August 14, 2009.  All producers 

with interest in the cropland on a farm must agree to the ACRE election by the deadline.  Farms enrolled in 

this option are required to annually report their crop acres as well as their actual production. 

 

By enrolling a farm into the ACRE option, producers are agreeing to reduce their DCP direct payments by 20 

percent, reduce their loan rate by 30 percent and not receive Counter-Cyclical payments.  Producers can 

choose to elect this option any year 2009 through 2012, but once elected, the option is irrevocable through 

2012.   

 

ACRE payments are revenue based and tied to crop production, at the state and farm level, as well as the Na-

tional Average Market Price for the planted crop.  The initial trigger is that the Actual State Revenue is less 

than the State ACRE Guarantee.  The second trigger is that the enrolled farmôs Actual Farm Revenue is less 

than the Farm ACRE Guarantee. 

 

Many of the same eligibility restrictions apply to the ACRE option as for the standard DCP program, such as 

Adjusted Gross Income levels and Fruit and Vegetable planting restrictions.  Additional information is avail-

able on the internet at www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp.  There a number of websites available for producers to re-

search and evaluate the ACRE option, such as the UNL Extension at farmbill.unl.edu.   

 

ACRE County Plug Yields are Available on the Internet 
 

When enrolling in the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) option of the DCP program, the initial Farm 

Benchmark Yield will be based on FSA established county plug yields.  These yields are based on 95 percent 

of the NASS harvested production and total planted acres of that crop for each of the years 2004 through 

2008.  Participants in the ACRE program will have the option to prove higher yields or accept the plug yield 

which is used to establish the farm level revenue guarantee. These plug yields are available on the internet at 

www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp.  

 

Fruit and Vegetable Plantings on DCP Farms 
 

Farms enrolled in DCP contracts (Counter-Cyclical or Acre option) have planting restrictions on Fruit and 

Vegetable (FAV) plantings on contract acres.  Acres of cropland exceeding the base acres can be planted to 

FAV crops without restrictions.  However if a FAV crop is planted on DCP contract acres then an acre-for-

acre reduction applies to the payment acres under the DCP contract.  In addition if the farm and/or the pro-

ducer donôt have a history of planting FAV crops, a payment reduction based on the market value will be ap-

plied to the farm.  We encourage producers to check with the FSA office that administers your farm to verify 

the farm or producer history.  Dry edible beans are considered a FAV, for a complete list of the crops consid-

ered as a Fruit or Vegetable contact your local FSA Service Center.    

 

 



Get the most out of your dollars... 
 

Applying excess water costs money, leaches nitrogen below the root zone, and can lower yields.  Putting on too little water also 

will lower yields, he said. 

 

The program will teach methods to get the most effective use out of irrigation water and energy dollars by focusing on lowering 

pumping plant energy costs and applying the optimum amount of water. 

 

The field tour topics, which will vary by location, include: Water Resource Update; Comparing Irrigation Energy Sources: Costs 

and Emissions Requirements; Monitoring Crop Water Use and Soil Moisture Status - Simple, Durable, Accurate, and Economi-

cal Tools; Water Savings with Crop Residue Management; How the Amount of Water and Nitrogen Applied with a Center Pivot 

Affects Crop Yield; How to Get the Most from Your Nitrogen Dollar; Where Slow Release Nitrogen Fertilization Fits into Corn 

Production; Variable Rate Irrigation Equipment for Center Pivots; Predicting the Last Irrigation; and How Time of Application 

and Amount of Water Applied Affects Crop Yield. 

 

Program speakers include Bill Kranz, irrigation specialist, Derrel Martin, UNL irrigation and water resources specialist, Steve 

Melvin, UNL Extension educator, Charles Shapiro, soils specialist, and Simon van Donk, UNL irrigation and water resources 

specialist. 

 

For more information about the Irrigation Strategies Field Tour Series, contact Melvin at (308) 367-4424 or smelvin1@unl.edu 

 

Tour sites and starting times include: 

 

     -- Ainsworth area, Aug. 3, 6:30 p.m. The field is located 5.5 miles west of Ainsworth on U.S. Highway 20 and 2.5 miles north 

on a county road. The field entrance is 1/2 mile west on the north side of the road. 

 

     -- Alma area, Aug. 6, 6 p.m. The field is located 6.75 miles north of Alma on U.S. Highway 183 or one-fourth mile south of 

the intersection of US highway 183 & Nebraska Highway 42A (Huntly Road). The field is on the west side of highway. The pro-

gram will start on the east side of the road at the Vince Colgan place. 

 

     -- Curtis area, Aug. 17, 6 p.m. The field is located from the intersection of  Nebraska highway 23 and Center Street (flashing 

light in Curtis), 6 blocks north to dead end, turn east (right) a half block, then north (left) and follow the road 0.3 mile.  Turn east 

into field road. 

 

     -- Benkelman area, Aug. 18, 5 p.m. MDT. The field is located 6 miles west of the intersection of Nebraska Highway 61 and 

Road 712 (6 miles north of Benkelman). Turn north on to Avenue 332. The plot is three-fourths mile north on Avenue 332 on the 

east side of the road. 

 

     -- Gothenburg area. Aug. 20, 6 p.m. The field is located 1.5 miles east of the intersection of Nebraska Highway 47 and Road 

767/27th Street (north edge of Gothenburg). The plot is on the north side of road. 
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www.frankimplement.com 

Scottsbluff, NE  Torrington, WY 

308 632-4440 307 532-7071 

Bean harvest is just around the cornerðand we are 

stocked with new and used Pickett One-Steps and 

bean head platforms 
Be sure to see us about your bean harvesting needs, these units wonôt last long! 

 

Like many Nebraska farmers, Nebraskaôs dry bean producers are recognized as leaders in American 

agriculture.  Consistently in the top three dry bean producing states nationwide, Nebraska ranks first in 

the production of Great Northerns, ranks second in the production of Pinto beans, and contributes sig-

nificantly to the production of other beans.  The quality and efficiency of our dry bean farmers is sec-

ond to none, and I am proud to support you. 

 

You have faced some unprecedented challenges over the last year.  The current global economic down-

turn, combined with other market factors, effectively halted the movement of Great Northern beans.  

This created hardships for you.   

 

In response, my office coordinated meetings of dry bean industry representatives and the Nebraska De-

partment of Agriculture with the appropriate U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) officials in Bagh-

dad and Washington, DC to explore the prospects for additional sales of U.S. origin Great Northern 

beans to Iraq.    

 

I also sent a letter to Agriculture Secretary Vilsack urging assistance to Nebraska's Great Northern bean 

farmers and processors, supporting a request by Governor Heineman.  Specifically, I suggested the pur-

chase of 25,000 metric tons of Great Northern beans at a cost of approximately $25 million, using the 

USDAôs Section 32 program.  Section 32 authorizes USDA to purchase surplus commodities for use in 

school lunches and other domestic food programs.   

 

I was very pleased when USDA announced in May that it would purchase the fully requested amount.  

Since then, the USDA has announced two purchases of Great Northern beans for child nutrition and 

(Continued on page 11) 

By Senator Mike Johanns   



Whatõs cookinõ in the country? 

Copies of the Nebraska 

Dry Bean Cookbook, 

ñSpilling the Beansò 

are still available. 
  

 

Please send your name and address 

along with a check or money order for 

$6.00 to: 

 

 

The Nebraska Dry Bean  

Growers Association 

955 E. Country Club Road 

Suite B-1 

Gering, NE 69341 

 

When I was thinking about recipes to 

include in this issue of the Bean Bag, I 

remembered some crostini (basically a 

thin piece of toast with toppings) that 

my friend Patrick Agan made for me 

years ago.  The memory was so deli-

cious that I got on the phone and asked 

him if heôd send the recipe to me to 

share with all of you.  These are quick, 

delicious, hors dôeouvers, and healthy 

too!   

 

Patrickôs Crostini 

Slice a French baguette, at a slight an-

gle, into 20 one-inch pieces.  Toast for 

20-minutes at 300 degrees on the mid-

dle shelf of your oven until golden-

brown. 

 

While the bread is toasting, drain one 

16-ounce can of garbanzo beans.  Place 

in a food processor and pulse, adding  

a drizzle of olive oil until mixture is 

silky smooth and of spreadable consis-

tency. 

 

Dice one red onion and one medium 

tomato and toss with a little olive oil.   

 

Spread the bean paste on the toast and 

top with a spoonful of the tomato and 

onion mixture.  Add a smidgen of pars-

ley, if desired.  Serve immediately. 

Here is a recipe if youôre in the mood 

for something a little exoticðthis is a 

recipe from Africa! 

 

Kidney Bean Curry 

1 can red kidney beans 

1 onion 

2 tomatoes 

1/2 can tomato sauce 

1 tsp red chili powder 

1/4 tsp curry powder 

1 tsp coriander powder 

1/4 tsp mustard seeds 

1tbs cooking oil 

1/4 tsp ground ginger 

1 tsp sugar 

1/4 cup water 

Cilantro to garnish 

Salt 

 

Heat cooking oil.  Add mustard seeds, 

diced onion, and diced tomatoes.  Sim-

mer for 5-10 minutes.  Add tomato 

sauce, curry powder, coriander, red 

chili, ginger, and sugar.  Allow paste to 

simmer for about 10 minutes.  Add 

water and kidney beans and simmer for 

an additional 15 minutes.  Garnish with 

cilantro. 

I think most of us have a bunch of bean 

dip recipes; this one is a little different.  I 

hope you enjoy it! 

 

Hot Mexican Bean Dip 

3 cups pork and beans in tomato sauce 

1/2 cup sharp cheese, shredded 

1 tsp garlic salt 

1/2 tsp salt 

Dash red pepper 

2 teaspoons vinegar 

1/2 cup crisp bacon, chopped 

1 tsp chili powder 

2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce 

 

Combine all ingredients except bacon.  

Cook in a double boiler until hot.  Turn 

into serving dish and sprinkle bacon over 

the top. 

 

Finally, a little bean dessert for those 

adventurers out there. 

 

Bean Spice Cake 

2 cups biscuit mix 

1-1/2 cups sugar 

1 tsp cinnamon 

1/3 cup soft shortening 

2 eggs 

3/4 cup milk 

1-1/2 cups refried beans 

1/2 cup finely chopped nuts 

1/2 cup raisins (optional) 

1/4 tsp salt 

 

Combine biscuit mix, sugar, and cinna-

mon.  Add shortening, eggs, and 1/4 cup 

milk.  Mix at medium speed until well 

blended.  Add beans, remaining 1/2 cup 

milk, nuts, raisins, and salt.  Beat well by 

hand.  Pour into greased pan 8 x 8 x 2; 

bake in preheated oven for one hour (or 

until firm).  Serve warm or let cool and 

frost. 

 

Creamy Frosting 

Add enough light cream to 1-1/2 cups 

powdered sugar to make a spreading con-

sistency.  Add dash of salt, 1/2 tsp va-

nilla, and 1/4 tsp cinnamon. 
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SHARE YOUR  

 GOOD TASTE!  
 

 

If you have a bean recipe that you 

would like to share with other Bean 

Bag readers, please send it to me at 

nebeangrower@yahoo.com.  Be sure to 

include your name!   
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other domestic food assistance programs totaling 46 million pounds for more than $23 million dollars.  Itôs a 

win-win for our producers and the Americans who will benefit from this high protein commodity in USDA 

food programs.  Published Wednesday, July 15, 2009 at 02:01 PM 

 

As the world works through the current economic crisis, Congress must make every effort to enhance the pro-

ductivity of American agriculture.  Trade continues to be central to the success of the dry bean industry and all 

of U.S. agriculture.  During the 2007-2008 marketing year, U.S. dry bean export volume increased by 20 per-

cent.  With over 95 percent of the worldôs consumers living outside the United States, exports will remain cen-

tral to the industryôs success.   

 

Thatôs why it is perplexing that the Obama Administration has not asked for Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) 

to be re-instated.  TPA expired in 2007 and has not been renewed.  TPA allows the Administration to negotiate 

trade agreements and expand export markets, and I support giving it to every President regardless of party.  I 

hope the Administration gets aggressive about expanding trade for our nationôs producers.   

 

Congress has a role to play as well.  There are three pending trade agreements that Congress should approve 

Legislative Perspective  

(Continued on page 12) 

UPCOMING EVENTS   

 

August  
1-7  Dawes County Fair 
1-9 Scotts Bluff County Fair 
1-9  Box Butte County Fair 
2-9  Garden County Fair 
6-10  Kimball/Banner County Fair 
7-9   Big Wyoming Appaloosa Horse Show, Goshen County 
 Fairgrounds 
14    Farmers Day Off Golf, Kimball 
15-16   Greek Festival, 4:30ð10:30, Bridgeport 
18  Scotts Bluff National Monument, ñTrading Posts on 

 the Oregon Trail in the North Platte Valleyò 
21-23   Bayard Chimney Rock Days 
21-23   National Cutting Horse Association, Goshen County 
 Fairgrounds 
25-26   Agate Fossil Beds, artist-in-residence Andrea Two 
 Bulls (beadwork and jewelry) 
28-30   Blue Grass Festival, Oregon Trail Wagon Train 
 
September 
9-10   FARMhands-on-History, Farm and Ranch Museum 
12-   Fall Garden Walk, North Platte Valley Museum 
20-21   Harvest Festival XII, Farm and Ranch Museum 

Available in 6, 8, 12 and 24 row    

models and 22ò and 30ò row widths. 

Front and rear mount combinations 

for 12 and 24 row cutters. Special 

row widths  available upon request. 
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immediately ï Colombia, South Korea, and Panama.  These agree-

ments have huge potential for agriculture.  For example, the Colombia 

trade agreement would immediately eliminate tariffs on 80 percent of 

U.S exports to Colombia.   The American Farm Bureau estimates that 

this agreement will provide $910 million in annual gains for U.S. agri-

culture.  Similar benefits would result from passage of the South Ko-

rea and Panama agreements.  

  

I have introduced a resolution in the Senate supporting the agreement 

with Colombia, and I hope this Administration and Congressional 

leadership recognize the huge potential for trade to strengthen agricul-

ture and our overall economy.  Unfortunately, farmers canôt cash 

checks written with empty rhetoric; we need action and leadership on 

trade. 

 

Another challenge facing the dry bean industry comes in the form of 

ever-increasing input costs.  In June of 1999, the average price of 

gasoline was less than $1.30 per gallon.  Last month, it was $2.86 per 

gallon, and the last few years have shown us how volatile the energy 

markets can be.  Natural gas, diesel, and fertilizer prices each tell a 

similar story.   

 

This becomes much more troubling when you consider the cap-and-

trade legislation currently being considered by Congress.  The bill 

would drive up the cost of energy, in turn increasing the costs of agri-

cultural production, food processing, and the transportation of goods.  

The American Farm Bureau estimates that under the proposed legisla-

tion, carbon would cost over $95 per ton in 2050, which translates into 

$13 billion of lost farm income annually.  It is a proposal that would 

do nothing more than increase costs, kill jobs, and inhibit the produc-

tivity of American agriculture.  I think the legislation adopts the 

wrong approach, and I will do all I can to see that it does not pass. 

 

Time and again, Nebraska farmers have shown an ability to adapt to 

any circumstances that arise, whether in the form of high input costs, 

low commodity prices, bad weather, or natural disaster.  As you con-

tinue to confront these challenges, please know that you have my sup-

port.  I am committed to enhancing the competitiveness and produc-

tivity of American agriculture.  I look forward to continuing to work 

with Nebraskaôs dry bean industry, and I hope to see you in Nebraska 

some time soon.  Please feel free to contact any of my offices anytime 

youôd like to share your views.  Thank you for the opportunity to 

serve as your U.S. Senator. 

Legislative Perspective  

   Getting my first Bean Bag out has 
been quite an experience!  Iõm sure I 
managed to overlook an advertiser or 
I forgot to thank someone, but my 
goal is to be so efficient and organ-
ized that I will never miss anything 
ever again.  Guess Iõd better not hold 
my breath. 
   Now that the Bean Bag is finished, 
my next priority is to get our website 
updated.  It is currently unavailable 
but I hope to have it up-to-date and 
ready by the next issue. 
   I am learning a lot about the agri-
cultural industry in the panhandle.  I 
grew up in Bayard but I was a town 
kid; I guess you could say I donõt 
know beans about farming.  Please 
feel free to drop into the office and 
say hello; you are my greatest re-
sources for learning about the indus-
try and I would love to talk with you.  
I am in the office on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 9 to l and 2 to 6. 
   Thanks to Susan Wiedeman at Pan-
handle Coop for allowing me to set 
up the NDBGA booth there during 
Customer Appreciation Week.  Many 
people sampled and enjoyed the Fi-
esta Taco Salad (with beans, of 
course) and got a free grocery bag 
from NDBGA. 
   Also many thanks to Micah Moehle 
at Print Express for his patience and 
help getting this Bean Bag òput to 
bedó. 
   Free lunch at the Field Tour!  See 
you there! 

NDBGA 

NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS 
nebeangrower@yahoo.com 

BeansTalk  
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